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1. The povernrent decision not to grant Christmas borises in 198) 
to those employees whose ronthly income exceodsd anproximately 
3,500.- Kes caused axtrene dissatisfaction areng the workers and 
resulted in angry public protests. Deronstrai:ions took place in 
the Ostrava region (P50/ 0 59) and in Ceske Dudajovice (a49/ 2 96), 
where erployees of the RKohinoor enterprise staged a strike. The 
jargest demonstration took place in Brno, where approximately 
25,000 workers participated. Action apainst the daronstrators 
was taken by the workers’ militia, the SNB, and some military 
units from the Brno garrison. The uso of these rilitery units 
to suppress the deronstrators was probably unauthorized because 
a few days after the incident, 4 tinistry of National Defense de- 
eree was published in the daily bulletin of the Infantry Institute 
at Lipnik mad Zecvou (P50/ 0 14) atating that military assistance 
4n @ case other than of mturel dimster could be invoked only by 
order of hipher headquarters. Military intervertion in the Brno ~ 
demonstration daraged the highly praised cooperntion between the 
Czechoslovak Army and the workers. 
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There wes no mention of thesa incidents in the Czechoslovak press 
or on radio broadcasts. A tew days leter, however, brief ‘armounce— 
‘ments were wade in the press and on tne radio that the General 
Seeretary of the Corrunist Party, Rudolf Slansky, sad been arrest- 
ed for espionige activity. Both events created a certain amount 

of devression and nervousness arong Party members. The leading 
Corrunist of icials at the Infantry institute were called, one 'r 
one, to the Derartment of Political Affairs (Mlavni politicka spro~ 
va) in Preove where, rost prebably, they received instructions as 
to how they should minimize the effects of both events, explain to 
staff personnel why Slansky had been arrested, and explain the re~ 
sent demonstrations. 


3, Early in December Cormmist Party members and candidates vere as- 
sembied at the Institute for a confidential meeting, The Slaneky 
affair was explained by Ms jor (fm) Voimar, the corranding officer's 
deputy for political affairs, who stated briefly that Slansky had 
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been arrested because he was guilty of espionage and of activities 
connected with Sling, Reicin ard Kopolt. He stated that increased 

. vigilance was necessary by each Party member to help unveil other 
such traitors and spies as Slarsky. Those present were admonished 
to believe only in the Communist Party headed by Klement Gottwald 
ani in the alliance with the Suviet Union. Vojnar's speech dupli= 
cated statements made after the arrest of important officials in 
the past. 


ho The political instructor of the Infantry Institute, Captain (fnu) 
Vaeek, presented the explanation for the pre-Christmas demonstra- 
tions at the meeting. He stated that the demonstration in Brno 
had proved that the workers had not yet reached a sufficiently 
high level of politicai. enlightment ard, therefore, did not 
understand measures taken by the goverment. He added that even 
the Communist leaders in the various industrial enterprises had not 
as yet reached this Jevel. and, consequently, often fell under the 
influence of reactionaries and saboteurs. He oxplained that it 
would be necessary to make radical changes in the management of 
enterprises in order to prevent similar occurences o The officers 
present were then instructed to take advantage of every contact 
with the workers and the public to explain to them that the reason 
for the limited supply of goods evailuble in the shops was the 
need of the government first to build up reserves from which to 
equip the Arny for the war that the capitalists constantly 
threaten to precipitate. . 


25X1ASe ee explanations were made throughout 
the country. ; | 
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